
Unit 1:  Creating America 



� 
Goal 

To understand what the caused the once British Colonist to want 
to declare their independence and begin fighting a war.  



� 
� What Were They Fighting For 

� Create a graphic organizer and explain TWO reasons 
for the following countries as to what they were 
fighting for. 

Individual Reading 



� 
American 
Indians 

French British 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Were They Fighting 
For?   



� 
American 
Indians 

French British 

1.  Wanted to continue 
their lifestyle and trade 
with Europeans 
 
2.  Needed land and 
forest, trading partners 
without settlement 

1. Wanted to control 
the American Indians 
fur trade on all the land 
they claimed 
 
2.  Needed to make 
sure British traders did 
not cut into their trade 
 
 
 

1.  Wanted to settle the 
land west of the 
Allegheny Mountains 
for farming 
 
2.  Needed to have 
uncooperative people 
(French or American 
Indians) out of the way 

What Were They Fighting 
For?   



� 

The French and Indian 
War 

French and Native Americans vs. British and the Colonist 
 



� 

Setting the Stage for the 
American Revolution 

The Four Major Points 



� 
� The British gain a large amount of land of 

land from the French at the end of the war 
� Since  it was expensive to have soldiers in 

North America the British government 
began taxing the colonist to pay for these 
soldiers 

� The American colonist were upset by the 
taxes 

Point 1 



� 
� The American colonist had worked 

together during the French and Indian 
War making it easier to work together 
against the British government 

Point 2 



� 
� Many Americans gained military 

experience during the French and Indian 
War 

Point 3 



� 
� The French joined the American 

Revolution to get revenge on the British  
� They were bitter about losing the French 

and Indian War 

Point 4 



� 

How to Analyze a 
Political Cartoon  



Symbolism 

Exaggeration 

Labeling 

Analogy 

Irony 



� 
� “Join or Die” 

� Label and explain all the 5 parts of a political cartoon 
in pairs. 

Analyze A Political 
Cartoon 



� 
Join or Die 



� 

Effects of the French and 
Indian War 



� 
� Three major areas of change: 

� Economic 
� Political  
�  Social Relations  

Effects of the War 



� 
Economics 

Britain 

� Nearly doubled 
Britain’s national debt 

� Lead the crown to seek 
resources to pay off the 
debt = tax the colonies 
�  Eventually became a 

major cause of the 
American Revolution 

France 

� Financing the war 
weakened the monarch 
�  Lead to the French 

Revolution and the 
seeking of revenge 
against the British 



� 
� Royal Proclamation of 1763   

� Reserves the land West of the Appalachian Mountains 
for the Native Americans 

� Was at best a temporary solution to the rise of colonist 
to who wished to settle west  
�  The British knew they still had to keep the Native some 

what happy since they lost a great ally the French in the 
war 

Political 



� 
� Relationships changed between the following groups 

� Britain and France 
� Britain and the Colonist 
� Britain and the Native Americans 
�  Franc and the Native Americans 
� Native Americans and the Colonist 

Social 



� 
� Create your own political cartoon 

�  Include:  ALL aspects of a political cartoon :  
Symbolism, Exaggeration, Labeling, Analogy and 
Irony 

� Label:  ALL aspects of a political cartoon:  Symbolism, 
Exaggeration, Labeling, Analogy and Irony 

� Can be hand drawn or digital 
� Maybe either black and white or colored 
� Maybe either time era fitting or modern day drawing 

as long as it deals with the Proclamation of 1763 

Homework 


